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Terasawa Shimanokami Hirotaka, the first lord of Karatsu, constructed Karatsu Castle in 1608.
North of the castle faces to the ocean, therefore it’ s called the castle on the ocean, which is rare




in Japan. The present castle was restored as cultural tourist facilities in 1966. As a folk
museum, precious historical materials are exhibited. Moreover the view of Nijinomatsubara
pine grove, Genkai Sea and the castle town from top of the tower is magnificent. Karatsu castle
is known for its Cherry Blossoms and Japanese Wisterias during spring. They are illuminated
with 200 lanterns every night until the end of the season; therefore you will be able to enjoy it.

While being restored, dismantled materials from Nagoya castle were reused as construction
materials for Karatsu castle. The Japanese philosophy of “Mottainai”, which means “Not
waste it”, has been accepted into architecture.

Westerners visit the castle and try to find “Ninjya or Samurai” souvenirs, but in fact they are
amazed by the view from the top of the castle. The Mt. Kagami observation deck is not
convenient for tourist because of its shortage of public transportation and therefore not
recommended without a vehicle. For the blooming season of the Japanese Wisteria we would
like to recommend you to visit Karatsu castle.
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Karatsu-ware pottery is created with style of its own, with techniques that have been passed on
for generations by predecessors with a new form of sensibility. The reason why it attracts
pottery fans from all over the world is because each piece is hand-crafted, and the quiet colors
and coarse textures of the local clay show the warmness and strength of Karatsu-ware.

The pottery is not complete when it’ s done baking, because the user will complete it while
using it. Karatsu-ware has cracks on the surface. The water and tea infiltrate Karatsu-ware
through its cracks and creates an incrustation, changing its appearance over time. Therefore
each piece becomes a one of a kind. That is the reason why the pottery makes 80% of it and a
user makes it 20% of it. The attraction of it is that a user can enjoy changes of Karatsu-ware.

Karatsu-ware is loved by experts in tea ceremony and it adds to your wonderful time at
restaurants, café, hotels and Japanese inn. Please visit the Karatsu-ware General Exhibition
Hall which is located at the Furusato Kaikan Arpino 2F (next to JR Karatsu station), or the
many shops and galleries. If you could find your favorite one, why wouldn’ t you visit the
pottery?
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The town of “Yobuko” is located in north Saga prefecture and has been known as a wharf
since ancient times and has now flourished as an anchorage area.

The various marine products such as flatfish and cuttlefish are unloaded from the Genkai Sea.
Squid from Yobuko are especially famous. The Genkai Sea produces delicious “Kensaki
Squid” from the Tsushima and Kuroshio currents, and are harvested. It is Japan's leading
squid. 1t is the essence of “Ikizukuri” which the squid are served alive.




Several kinds of squid are unloaded each year around and people are able to enjoy them. Many
people come to Yobuko to eat Kensaki lka, which have a sweetness to them during spring until
autumn seasons. The squid are served live on a plate sliced as sashimi. After you have finished
the sashimi the legs and fins are used to make tempura, or grilled, so you are able to enjoy
several different flavors. The squid are kept alive in a salt water pool at the restaurant in
Yobuko, therefore they are served as fresh as possible. This is one of the reasons the squid
from Yobuko are so delicious.

The Yobuko Morning Market is held year-round and many people come. A lot of foreigners
see the photos of the squid hanging from ropes outdoors, in their guide books, and want to see
it themselves.
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